Treatment of Kaposi's sarcoma with human chorionic gonadotropin.
Clinical-grade preparations of human chorionic gonadotropin (hCG) have been shown to be toxic to Kaposi's sarcoma (KS) cells. However, the mechanism of the anti-KS activity achieved with these preparations remains unclear. The results of clinical studies using commercial hCG preparations in human KS are also highly contradictory. The apparent controversy between different studies may be due to the fact that pro- and anti-KS components are present in varying proportions in different hCG preparations. As certain hCG preparations could not only lack the ability to control KS but also contain some contaminant KS growth factor(s), we suggest a cautious use of crude hCG for the treatment of KS.